Demonstration of p35 in hairy cell leukemia of Japanese patients.
Using SDS polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE), several coworkers isolated a unique membrane protein that they named p35 from hairy cells of white patients with hairy cell leukemia. In the current study using a similar technique, p35 was identified in hairy cells from 2 of 4 Japanese patients with hairy cell leukemia. Further, p35 was immunoprecipitated from the leukemic membrane proteins of one of these two Japanese patients with an anti-hairy cell serum prepared against hairy cells of a typical white patient. Because both Japanese and white patients share the unique membrane antigen, it is proposed that the Japanese have the hairy cell leukemia as whites despite some differences in laboratory features.